[Percutaneous drainage of abscesses, biliomas, seromas and hematomas following liver surgery. Experiences with 46 patients].
Fifty-two fluid collections following hepatic surgery were diagnosed in 46 patients, mostly by sonography. These were treated percutaneously. In 7 patients ultrasound-guided puncture was used, in 36 patients catheter drainage was employed and in three drainage was instituted by a catheter in a pre-existing fistula. One patient with a bile leak in the hilar region had to undergo surgery. One patient died of multi organ failure following liver transplantation and another patient with advanced tumour died 78 days after the drainage procedure. The other patients recovered following conservative treatment (93.5%).